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The Ultimate Alaska Cruise Ports & Destinations Guide
An Alaska cruise is a bucket-list adventure, offering unparalleled opportunities to witness calving glaciers,
diverse wildlife, and breathtaking coastal landscapes. Sailing the Inside Passage brings you to historic gold
rush towns, vibrant Native Alaskan cultural sites, and lush temperate rainforests.

To help you make the most of your time ashore, this guide covers the best things to do in the most popular
Alaska cruise ports. Whether you are looking for a thrilling helicopter ride over a glacier or a quiet hike
through towering evergreens, there is an excursion for every type of traveler.

Quick Compare: Top Alaska Cruise Ports
If you are just starting to plan your itinerary, here is a quick cheat sheet on what makes each major Alaska
cruise port unique, along with their most famous excursions:



Cruise Port Best Known For Top Shore Excursion Port Walkability

Juneau Glaciers & Whale
Watching

Mendenhall Glacier &
Helicopter Tours

Moderate (Requires transit to
glaciers)

Skagway Gold Rush History White Pass & Yukon Route
Railway

Excellent (Historic downtown is
at the pier)

Ketchikan Native Culture & Totems Misty Fjords Flightseeing Excellent (Creek Street is steps
away)

Victoria, B.C. British Charm &
Gardens

The Butchart Gardens Good (Shuttles/Taxis often used
to downtown)

Sitka Russian History &
Wildlife

Fortress of the Bear &
Raptor Center

Moderate (Shuttle usually
needed)

Icy Strait Point Authentic Wilderness &
Adventure

Whale Watching & The
ZipRider

High (Very walkable port area)

Juneau
As Alaska’s remote state capital, Juneau is unique because it is completely inaccessible by road—you can
only arrive by sea or air. This port is a hub for outdoor adventure and breathtaking scenery. The crown jewel
of the area is the easily accessible Mendenhall Glacier, where you can hike to Nugget Falls or kayak in the
icy lake. Juneau is also renowned as one of the best places in Alaska for whale watching, with a nearly
guaranteed chance to spot humpback whales feeding in the nutrient-rich waters. If you prefer to stay close to
port, take the Mount Roberts Tramway for sweeping views of the Gastineau Channel, or grab a bite at the
famous Tracy's King Crab Shack.

Explore top-rated Juneau shore excursions, from Mendenhall Glacier tours to unforgettable whale
watching, and book your Alaska cruise adventures securely through Viator below.
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Skagway
Stepping into Skagway is like stepping back in time to the 1898 Klondike Gold Rush. This well-preserved
historic town is framed by dramatic, snow-capped peaks and features wooden boardwalks lined with gold



rush-era facades. The absolute must-do experience here is the White Pass & Yukon Route Railway, an
engineering marvel that takes you on a scenic, narrow-gauge train ride up treacherous mountain passes and
into the Canadian Yukon. For active travelers, Skagway offers excellent hiking trails right from downtown,
including the trek to Lower Dewey Lake. Be sure to grab a locally brewed beer or visit the legendary Red Dog
Saloon before heading back to the ship.

ADVISOR TIP

Need help choosing what to pack for you Alaskan cruise? Check out our Alaska Cruise Packing List!

Discover the best Skagway shore excursions, including the historic White Pass Railway and Yukon
day trips, and reserve your spot through Viator below.
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Ketchikan
Known as the "Salmon Capital of the World," Ketchikan is the southernmost city in Alaska and often the first
stop on an Inside Passage cruise. Built right over the water and backed by forested slopes, this vibrant town
is famous for historic Creek Street—a picturesque boardwalk perched on pilings over a salmon creek.
Ketchikan is also the premier destination for experiencing Alaska Native culture; it boasts the world’s largest
collection of standing totem poles at places like Totem Bight State Historical Park and the Saxman Native
Village. For a true wilderness experience, consider taking a floatplane tour to the breathtaking Misty Fjords
National Monument.

Browse the most popular Ketchikan shore excursions, including Misty Fjords flightseeing and Native
Alaskan cultural tours, available to book through Viator below.
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Victoria, British Columbia
Victoria is a mandatory stop for non-U.S. flagged cruise ships sailing to Alaska from Seattle, but it is far more
than just a regulatory detour. The capital of British Columbia offers a delightful slice of British charm blended
with Pacific Northwest beauty. The Inner Harbour is the bustling heart of the city, framed by the majestic
Parliament Buildings and the iconic Fairmont Empress Hotel (where you can stop for traditional afternoon

https://resources.pridetravelers.com/guide/the-ultimate-alaska-cruise-packing-list


tea). The undisputed highlight of Victoria is the world-renowned Butchart Gardens, a stunning 55-acre floral
wonderland built in a former limestone quarry.

Plan your perfect day in Canada with top Victoria BC shore excursions, featuring Butchart Gardens
tours and Inner Harbour highlights, bookable via Viator below.
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Sitka
Facing the open Pacific Ocean, Sitka is a stunning, off-the-beaten-path port with a fascinating history. It was
once the capital of Russian America, and that heritage is still visible today at the onion-domed St. Michael's
Cathedral in the center of town. Sitka is equally rich in Tlingit indigenous culture; the Sitka National Historical
Park offers a beautiful coastal trail lined with towering totem poles, marking the site of a historic 1804 battle.
Wildlife lovers should not miss the Fortress of the Bear (an orphaned brown bear rescue) or the Alaska
Raptor Center, which rehabilitates injured bald eagles.

Find the best Sitka shore excursions, from wildlife cruises to Russian history tours, and easily book
your authentic Alaskan experience through Viator below.

PARTNER WIDGET · NOT INCLUDED IN PDF

This embed is interactive and is not included in the printed version.

Icy Strait Point
Located near the Tlingit village of Hoonah on Chichagof Island, Icy Strait Point is a cruise port purpose-built
by the local Alaska Native corporation. It offers a highly authentic, uncrowded, and nature-focused
experience. The waters of Icy Strait (specifically Point Adolphus) have one of the highest concentrations of
humpback whales in the world, making this a top-tier destination for whale watching. Inland, Chichagof Island
boasts one of the densest brown bear populations on earth. If you are seeking a pure adrenaline rush, you
can ride the ZipRider—one of the longest and highest ziplines in the world, descending rapidly through the
rainforest down to the beach.

Experience the ultimate wilderness with top Icy Strait Point shore excursions, including premier
whale watching and brown bear viewing, available to book on Viator below.
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Ready to Plan Your Ultimate Alaska Cruise Adventure?
Cruising the Inside Passage is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, and what you choose to do in port can elevate
a great vacation into an unforgettable adventure. Whether you are chasing the thrill of a helicopter ride over
Juneau's Mendenhall Glacier, stepping back into Gold Rush history in Skagway, or witnessing majestic
humpback whales in Icy Strait Point, selecting the right Alaska cruise shore excursions is the key to
maximizing your time ashore.  

Quick Tips for Alaska Cruisers:  
Book Early: Alaska shore excursions are incredibly popular. The top-rated experiences—especially
flightseeing tours, intimate wildlife safaris, and the White Pass Railway—often sell out months before the
cruise season begins.  

Dress in Layers: Alaskan weather can be unpredictable. Be sure to bring a waterproof jacket and
comfortable walking shoes for all of your port day adventures.  

Bring Binoculars: Whether you are on your cruise ship balcony or on a Zodiac boat in Victoria, having a
good pair of binoculars is essential for spotting bald eagles and distant whales.  

Let Pride Travelers Help You Set Sail!
Beyond excursions, the foundation of an incredible Alaska trip is choosing the right ship and itinerary. At Pride
Travelers, we specialize in helping you plan and book your dream getaway. We proudly work with all the
major ocean cruise lines, including Princess Cruises, Virgin Voyages, Celebrity Cruises, Holland
America, Royal Caribbean, Norwegian, and more!  

Whether you are looking to join an expertly curated group sailing or want a customized, independent itinerary,
we will ensure you find the perfect, inclusive environment to match your travel style.  

By using the Viator links provided in the destination sections above, you can easily browse verified traveler
reviews, secure competitive pricing, and take advantage of flexible cancellation policies for your time ashore.
 

Ready to start planning? Contact Pride Travelers today to book your Alaska cruise. Have an amazing time
exploring the Last Frontier! If you found this port guide helpful, be sure to bookmark it, share it with your
fellow cruisers, and check out our Ultimate Gay Alaska Cruise Guide to see what it is like to sail onboard and
find the perfect itinerary for your bucket-list adventure.  

https://pridetravelers.com/why-a-gay-alaska-cruise-should-be-your-next-bucket-list-adventure/


Book My Alaska Cruise  →

Alaska Cruise Port Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Should I book my Alaska shore excursions in advance?
Absolutely. Due to Alaska's short tourist season and the high demand for unique experiences, popular
excursions often sell out months in advance. It is highly recommended that you book bucket-list
activities like helicopter flightseeing, dog sledding, and the White Pass & Yukon Route Railway well
before your sail date.

What happens if my independent excursion runs late and I miss the ship?

Reputable tour operators and aggregators (like the Viator options linked in this guide) structure their tour
times directly around cruise ship schedules. Many independent tour operators offer a "Return to Ship"
guarantee. This means if a tour is delayed through no fault of your own, they will cover the expenses
(such as travel and lodging) to get you to your next port of call.

Do I need a passport for an Alaska cruise?

If you are a U.S. citizen sailing on a "closed-loop" cruise (beginning and ending in the same U.S. port,
like Seattle), you can technically travel with an original birth certificate and a government-issued photo
ID. However, because nearly all Alaska cruises include a mandatory stop in Canada (such as Victoria,
B.C.), bringing a valid passport is highly recommended in case of an emergency that requires you to
fly home from a foreign port.

What should I pack for Alaska shore excursions?

The golden rule for dressing in Alaska is to pack in layers. The weather can change rapidly from chilly
mornings to sunny afternoons, and rain is always a possibility in the temperate rainforests of the Inside
Passage. Be sure to bring a lightweight waterproof jacket, comfortable and water-resistant walking
shoes, a warm fleece or sweater, and a great pair of binoculars for spotting distant wildlife.

Pride Travelers · Alaska Cruise Ports & Destinations Guide

https://pridetravelers.com/contact-us

