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« Ready to Plan Your Disney World Trip?

IMPORTANT

The Disney Dining Plan is sold only as an add-on to a Walt Disney World vacation package — a Disney
Resort hotel stay combined with theme park tickets, booked together. It cannot be added to a room-only
reservation, purchased standalone, or applied to a partial-stay portion of your trip. Plan availability varies
by travel year; the three plan tiers and credit structures described below are what Disney offers at Walt
Disney World when published.



The Disney Dining Plan is Disney's prepaid meal program for guests staying at a Walt Disney World Resort

hotel. Instead of paying for each meal as you go, you pay for a set number of meals and snacks per person
per night up front, then redeem them as credits at participating restaurants, quick-service locations, and

snack carts across the resort.

It's a budgeting tool first and a convenience tool second. When it fits a family's eating style, it removes most
of the mental math of a Disney trip — meals are already paid for, so daily decisions get simpler. When it

doesn't fit, it can quietly add to the cost of a vacation that already adds up. This guide walks through all three

plan tiers, what each credit covers, the rules that catch first-time visitors off guard, and the questions to ask

yourself before you decide.

Plan availability changes by year. Disney typically offers two or three tiers at any given time, and the names of

the tiers have shifted over the years (the "standard" plan is now called the Table-Service Dining Plan, for

example). The mechanics — how credits work, what they cover, and the redemption rules — have stayed

consistent across years and across tiers. This guide focuses on those mechanics so it stays useful regardless

of which specific tiers are bookable when you travel.

At a Glance

Three Plan Tiers

Walt Disney World's dining plan
lineup includes the Quick-Service
Dining Plan (light), the Table-
Service Dining Plan (mid-tier —
the most commonly booked), and
the Deluxe Table-Service Dining
Plan (the most credits per night,
including unlimited flexibility
between table-service and quick-
service meals).

How Credits Work

Each guest age 3 and up receives
a set number of meal and snhack
credits per night of their stay.
Credits roll over day to day and
must be used by midnight on the
day of checkout.

How the Disney Dining Plan Works

The mechanics are simple once you see them in one place. Disney issues each guest on the reservation a

daily allotment of credits at check-in, and you redeem them as you go.

Who It's For

Where It Applies

The plan is sold only as part of a
Walt Disney World vacation
package — a Disney Resort hotel
stay plus theme park tickets. It
cannot be added to a room-only
reservation or purchased
separately.

Available only to guests staying at a Disney Resort hotel and purchasing a Walt Disney World vacation

package that includes theme park tickets. The plan must be added at the time of booking — it cannot be

added on arrival.



Who Pays What

Every member of your party age 3 and up must be on the same plan tier, and the plan covers your full length
of stay (you can't buy it for just a few nights of a longer trip). Children under 3 eat free from an adult's plate at
table-service meals and do not require credits.

Credit Pool

All credits for your party are pooled across the room. So a family of four with five nights of credits doesn't
need to track which person's credits get used at which meal — any member can redeem any credit, as long
as the totals balance by checkout.

Resort-Refillable Mug

Every guest age 3 and up on any plan tier receives a Resort-Refillable Drink Mug. You can refill it free at self-
service beverage stations at any Disney Resort hotel quick-service location for the length of your stay.

Rollover and Expiration

Unused credits roll forward from day to day. All unused credits expire at midnight on the day of checkout —
they do not carry over to a future trip and cannot be transferred to another reservation.

Checking Your Balance

Your remaining credit balance is printed on every receipt at a participating location and is also visible in the
My Disney Experience app. Check it at the start of each day so you don't end your trip with unused credits.

The Three Plan Tiers

Each tier is built around a different eating style. The right choice depends on how many sit-down meals you
want during your trip and how much flexibility you want between table-service and quick-service options.

Disney Quick-Service Dining Plan

The lightest, lowest-priced tier. Per person, per night, each guest receives 2 Quick-Service meals, 1 snack,
and the Resort-Refillable Mug. Quick-service meals work at counter-service restaurants across the parks,
resorts, water parks, and Disney Springs — order at the counter, take your food to a table. No reservations
needed. Best for families who want flexibility, don't want to commit to long table-service meals, or who haven't
locked in dining reservations yet.

Disney Dining Plan (also called the Table-Service Dining Plan)

The mid-tier option and Disney's most commonly booked plan. Per person, per night, each guest receives 1
Table-Service meal, 1 Quick-Service meal, 1 snack, and the Resort-Refillable Mug. The table-service credit is
where this plan earns its value — it covers character meals, Signature Dining, and Disney's most-loved
restaurants. Best for guests who want at least one full sit-down meal a day and who are willing to book



Advance Dining Reservations 60 days out. (Disney has historically referred to this as the "standard" Disney
Dining Plan; recent communications use the name "Table-Service Dining Plan" for the same tier.)

Disney Deluxe Table-Service Dining Plan

The richest tier — and the most flexible. Per person, per night, each guest receives 3 meals (any combination
of Table-Service and Quick-Service), 2 snacks, and the Resort-Refillable Mug. Unlike the other two tiers, the
Deluxe plan does not lock you into a specific table-service-to-quick-service ratio — every meal credit can be
used at either type of restaurant. Best for guests who want to eat at table-service restaurants for the majority
of their meals, families committed to multiple character meals plus Signature Dining, or travelers who want
maximum dining flexibility without daily cash decisions.

How the Tiers Differ in Practice

The Quick-Service plan is built for in-park eating — fast meals between attractions. The Table-Service plan is
built for one structured sit-down meal per day plus quick-service the rest of the time. The Deluxe plan is built
for travelers whose vacation revolves around the dining itself, or for parties planning many character meals
and Signature meals. Daily cost per person scales accordingly.

Tier Names Have Changed Over Time

Disney has used several names for the standard mid-tier plan over the years — including "Disney Dining
Plan," "Disney Dining Plan Plus," and "Table-Service Dining Plan." The plan mechanics (1 TS+1 QS +1
snhack per night) have stayed essentially the same. When booking, check the current plan name on Disney's
site so you know which name to ask for.

What Each Credit Actually Buys

Disney's credit system is straightforward once the categories click.

Quick-Service Meal Credit

Redeemed at counter-service restaurants — quick-service spots in the parks, at the resort hotels, in Disney
Springs, and at the water parks. One credit covers one entrée plus one non-alcoholic beverage (guests 21+
can substitute a single serving of beer, wine, or a specialty cocktail where available). Kids' quick-service
meals include an entrée, a side, and a small drink, or are served as a kids' combo meal.

Table-Service Meal Credit

Redeemed at full-service restaurants where a server takes your order at your table. One credit covers one
entrée, one dessert (lunch and dinner only), and one non-alcoholic beverage — or, at buffets and family-style
meals, the full meal. Guests 21+ can swap for a beer, wine, or specialty cocktail. Gratuity is not included for
parties of fewer than 8 guests; budget 18-20% in cash or on a credit card.



Signature Dining and Select Character Meals — Two Credits

A specific group of premium experiences require two table-service credits per person, per meal. Signature
restaurants include California Grill, Citricos, Flying Fish, Jiko — The Cooking Place, Le Cellier Steakhouse,
Monsieur Paul, Narcoossee's, Topolino's Terrace — Flavors of the Riviera (dinner), Tiffins, and Yachtsman
Steakhouse. A handful of high-demand character meals also require two credits — Cinderella's Royal Table is
the most notable. Dinner shows (Hoop-Dee-Doo Musical Revue and Spirit of Aloha when running) require two
credits as well. Many guests find these meals are not twice as good as a one-credit table-service meal, so the
math is worth checking before booking one.

Snack Credit

The most flexible credit. Eligible items are marked with a purple Disney Dining Plan logo at quick-service
counters, outdoor carts, and select shops. Typical snacks include a single serving of ice cream, popcorn, a
piece of fresh fruit, a 20-0z bottled beverage, a churro, a pretzel, a small pastry, or one of the Epcot festival
booth tasting plates. Souvenir buckets and other multi-serving items are not eligible.

Resort-Refillable Mug

A one-time issued mug per guest age 3 and up. Refill free at self-service fountain stations at any Disney
Resort hotel quick-service location. The mug is yours to take home but cannot be refilled inside the parks or
after checkout.

How Signature Dining Works on Each Plan

Signature Dining is the most-discussed and most-misunderstood part of the dining plan. Here's how the math
actually works.

The Two-Credit Rule

A Signature Dining experience uses two table-service credits per person, per meal. So a party of two having
one Signature dinner uses four table-service credits — the equivalent of four nights' worth of table-service
credits on the standard Table-Service Dining Plan.

On the Quick-Service Plan

You cannot redeem Signature Dining on the Quick-Service Dining Plan — that tier doesn't include table-
service credits. Quick-Service plan guests who want a Signature meal pay cash for the entire experience.

On the Table-Service Dining Plan

One Signature meal uses two of your table-service credits — meaning two nights of your plan's table-service
allotment are spent on a single meal. For trips with more than one or two Signature meals, the cash math
often beats the plan math because Signature restaurants are not typically priced at twice a standard table-
service entrée.



On the Deluxe Table-Service Plan

The Deluxe plan is the one tier where Signature Dining frequently makes sense on the plan, because the
daily credit allotment is high enough to absorb the two-credit hit without skipping other meals. A party doing
one Signature meal a day on a 5-night Deluxe plan still has plenty of credits left for character meals and
casual table-service.

How to Check Whether It's Worth It

Look up the Signature restaurant's entrée prices in the My Disney Experience app or on the restaurant's page
on disneyworld.disney.go.com. If the typical full-meal cash price (entrée + dessert + non-alcoholic beverage)
is less than twice the cash price of a standard table-service meal in the same park area, paying cash is the
better deal.

Advance Dining Reservations (ADRS)

Disney's dining-plan math falls apart if you can't get into the restaurants you want to eat at. The advance
reservations system is how you lock in table-service meals before the trip — and the 60-day rule rewards
guests who plan ahead.

The 60-Day Rule

Dining reservations open 60 days in advance. Disney Resort hotel guests get a meaningful edge: at the 60-
day mark before check-in, you can book reservations for your entire length of stay (up to 10 nights) in a single
sitting. Guests not staying on property — or guests booking from off-property — can only book 60 days from
each individual restaurant date, one day at a time. For popular restaurants, the on-property advantage is
significant.

The 7 a.m. Eastern Booking Window

The reservation window opens at 6:00 a.m. Eastern Time on the 60-day mark. Most experienced Disney
planners log in to disneyworld.disney.go.com or the My Disney Experience app shortly before 6:00 a.m. ET,
have their preferred restaurants and times ready, and book the moment the window opens. For the hardest-
to-get tables — Cinderella's Royal Table, '‘Ohana dinner, Be Our Guest dinner, Topolino's Terrace breakfast,
Space 220, Storybook Dining at Artist Point — this matters. They fill in the first few minutes.

How to Book

Reservations are made through My Disney Experience (web at disneyworld.disney.go.com/dining or the
mobile app), or by phone at (407) WDW-DINE / (407) 939-3463. Disney accepts reservations for parties of 1
to 10. Larger parties may need to split or call to coordinate. A credit card is required to hold the reservation.

Modifying and Canceling Reservations

You can modify or cancel a reservation any time up to 2 hours before the reservation time, free of charge,
through My Disney Experience or by calling Disney Dining. Within the 2-hour window before your reservation,



modifications are not permitted and most restaurants charge a $10 per-person cancellation fee — the same
fee applies if you simply don't show up. A handful of higher-tier experiences (Cinderella's Royal Table, Hoop-
Dee-Doo Musical Revue, dinner shows) require pre-payment in full at booking and have stricter cancellation
deadlines, typically 24 or 48 hours. Each restaurant's specific policy is shown at booking and in your
confirmation email.

What to Do If Your Top Choice Is Booked

Disney releases a steady stream of cancellations as other guests modify their plans. Check My Disney
Experience first thing in the morning and again the night before — availability often appears 24 to 48 hours
out. The "Walk-Up Availability" feature in the app sometimes shows same-day openings once you're in the
parks. Some restaurants (Be Our Guest, Sci-Fi Dine-In) are particularly known for same-day cancellations
clearing late afternoon.

Reservations and the Dining Plan

Dining reservations and dining plans are independent systems. Adding a dining plan to your package does
not automatically reserve any restaurants — you still need to book ADRs separately. Conversely, your
reservations are honored whether you're on a dining plan or paying cash; the redemption happens at the
restaurant when the bill comes.

When the Plan Is a Good Fit

The plan rewards families who plan ahead and eat the way the credits are designed.

Guests Who Want Character Meals or Buffets

Character meals (Chef Mickey's, Tusker House, Crystal Palace, 'Ohana, Topolino's Terrace breakfast) and
buffets are some of Disney's most expensive table-service experiences. A one-credit redemption at one of
these locations typically delivers strong cash-equivalent value.

Families Who Like Sit-Down Meals But Don't Want to Track Spending

If you already know you'll do a table-service meal a day, the plan removes the daily spending decisions and
replaces them with one fixed cost at booking.

Guests Who Drink With Lunch and Dinner

Each table-service credit and most quick-service credits can be swapped for a beer, wine, or specialty
cocktail for guests 21+. For couples ordering a drink at lunch and dinner most days, this offsets a meaningful
chunk of the plan's cost.

Festival-Goers at Epcot

During Epcot's seasonal festivals (Flower & Garden, Food & Wine, Festival of the Arts, Festival of the
Holidays), many globally inspired booth tasting plates priced at $7 to $12 count as a single shack credit —



one of the highest cash-equivalent uses of a snack credit anywhere on property.

Large Families Who Eat Full Meals

A family of five or six eating full quick-service entrées and one sit-down meal a day will redeem the credits the
plan is built around. The flat per-night cost makes the per-meal-per-person math easier to predict at booking.

Foodies on the Deluxe Plan

The Deluxe Table-Service Dining Plan is the right pick for travelers whose trip is built around the dining
experience itself — multiple character meals, several Signature dinners, and full sit-down breakfasts. The
flexibility to use any credit at any type of restaurant is the Deluxe plan's biggest practical advantage.

When the Plan Is Not Worth It

There are real cases where paying out of pocket beats the plan. If your trip looks like any of the situations
below, the math is unlikely to work in your favor.

Light Eaters and Solo Adults

The plan assumes you'll eat the full entrée-plus-dessert at a table-service meal and a full quick-service meal
each day. If you skip dessert, share entrées, or graze through the parks, you're paying for food you won't use.

Vegetarian, Vegan, and Plant-Forward Diners

Plant-based menu items are usually among the lowest-priced entrées at any given restaurant. Paying out of
pocket almost always beats the plan for diners who order this way.

Guests Doing Lots of Signature Dining on the Mid-Tier Plan

On the Table-Service Dining Plan, Signature restaurants require two credits per person, per meal, but the
cash price is not usually twice that of a one-credit table-service meal. A trip built around several Signature
meals on the mid-tier plan almost always works out cheaper out of pocket. (The Deluxe plan absorbs this hit
more comfortably.)

Short Trips With Few Sit-Down Meals Planned

The plan is locked to your full length of stay. For a 3-night trip where you're only planning one table-service
meal total, the unused credits on the other nights wipe out the savings.

Adults-Only Trips Without Big Sit-Down Plans

Couples and friend trips that lean toward quick-service meals, in-park snacking, or off-property dining at
Disney Springs will usually come out ahead paying as they go. Compare the plan price against your actual
planned restaurants before adding it.



How to Use the Plan Without Leaving Money on the Table

A few habits separate guests who feel the plan paid off from those who feel it broke even.

Book Advance Dining Reservations Early

On the Table-Service and Deluxe plans, the table-service credit is the biggest single piece of value. Disney
opens dining reservations 60 days before check-in for resort guests. The most popular restaurants
(Cinderella's Royal Table, '‘Ohana, Be Our Guest, Topolino's Terrace, Hollywood Brown Derby) book out at
exactly that mark. Plan your sit-down meals before your arrival and put them on the calendar.

Save Snack Credits for High-Value Items

If a snack item costs under about $6, it's often cheaper to pay cash and save the credit for festival booth
plates ($7-$12), specialty desserts, or pricier bakery items. The snack credit is a fixed entitlement — using it
on the most expensive eligible item is the goal.

Check Your Credit Balance Often

The My Disney Experience app and your printed checkout-time receipt both show your current credit balance.
Check it daily so you don't end the trip with unused credits.

Don't Over-Book Two-Credit Meals on the Mid-Tier Plan

One Signature meal during a trip is a treat on the Table-Service Dining Plan. Three or four Signature meals
on the mid-tier plan is usually worse value than paying cash. Mix them with one-credit table-service meals —
or upgrade to the Deluxe plan if Signature Dining is the centerpiece of the trip.

Use the Mug at the Resort, Not in the Parks

Resort refillable mugs only work at Disney Resort hotel quick-service locations. Plan a coffee or refill stop on
the way out each morning and back at the end of each night.

Use Deluxe Credits Liberally for Breakfast

On the Deluxe plan, the high credit count makes a daily table-service breakfast easy to justify — turning what
would normally be a quick-service or skipped meal into a guaranteed sit-down start to each park day.



ADVISOR TIP

A simple rule of thumb: if you're planning at least one sit-down or character meal a day and you don't
want to track spending throughout your trip, the Table-Service Dining Plan is likely worth the price. If
your trip is built around multiple Signature meals and you want full sit-down flexibility, the Deluxe Table-
Service Dining Plan is the right tier. If you eat lightly, share meals, or only plan one or two table-service
stops on the whole trip, paying out of pocket usually wins. When in doubt, list the restaurants you'd
actually eat at and compare the cash menu prices to the plan cost — it's the only way to know for your
specific trip.



Frequently Asked Questions

Are all three plan tiers available every year?

No. Disney varies which tiers are offered from year to year. The Quick-Service Dining Plan and Table-
Service Dining Plan are the most consistently available. The Deluxe Table-Service Dining Plan has been
offered, paused, and reintroduced multiple times. Always check the official dining plans page on
disneyworld.disney.go.com for the tiers available for your specific travel year.

Can | buy the Disney Dining Plan without a hotel stay or park tickets?
No. The dining plan is sold only as an add-on to a Walt Disney World vacation package that includes a
Disney Resort hotel stay and theme park tickets.

Does the dining plan include gratuity?

No. Gratuity (tip) is not included for any meal on the dining plan, except automatically for parties of 8 or
more and at specific experiences like Cinderella's Royal Table and Hoop-Dee-Doo Musical Revue where
it's built in. For a standard table-service meal, plan to tip 18—20% in cash or on a credit card.

Are alcoholic beverages included?

Yes, for guests age 21 and up. Each table-service credit, and most quick-service credits, can be
redeemed for a single serving of beer, wine, or a specialty cocktail where it's offered. Premium pours
and bottle service are not covered.

Do credits roll over to the next trip?
No. All unused meal and snack credits expire at midnight on the day of checkout. The refillable mug
stays yours but only refills at Disney Resort hotel quick-service locations during your current stay.

What if | don't want a dining plan for every night of my stay?

You can't opt out by night. The plan covers your full length of stay or it doesn't apply at all. If you only
want one sit-down meal during a short trip, paying cash for that one meal is almost always cheaper than
the plan.

Can my party split between plan tiers — some on Quick-Service, some on Table-Service?
No. Every guest age 3 and up on the same reservation must be on the same plan tier.
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Are tips included at character meals and dinner shows?

Not for most. The major exceptions are Cinderella's Royal Table and the Hoop-Dee-Doo Musical Revue,
where gratuity is built in. For all other character meals and Signature meals, plan to tip your server as
you would at any other table-service restaurant.

How do | know which snacks count as a snack credit?

Look for the purple Disney Dining Plan symbol on the menu board or sign at the cart. When in doubt,
ask the cast member at the register — they can confirm before they ring you up.

Can | use the plan at every restaurant on property?

Most participating restaurants are owned and operated by Disney. A few third-party operated locations at
Disney Springs and the resort hotels do not participate. Disney publishes a current list of participating
locations on the official dining plans page.

What happens if my child turns 10 during the trip?

Disney uses the child's age at the time of travel as recorded on the reservation. A child who turns 10
before the trip's start date is treated as an adult for dining plan pricing and credit allocation.

Can | upgrade from a lower tier to the Deluxe plan after I've booked?

Yes, as long as your travel date is far enough out to allow modifications to your vacation package. Tier
upgrades are processed as a package modification with Disney; pricing is adjusted to the difference
between the two tiers for the full length of stay. Closer to the trip, modifications get harder; contact
Disney or your travel advisor as early as possible.

ources

policies, tier inclusions, and credit structures above are drawn from Walt Disney World's official Disney

Dining Plan pages. For the most current details — including which plan tiers are available for your specific

travel year and any policy updates after this guide was published:

Disney Dining Plans — Walt Disney World — https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/dining/plans/

Disney Dining Plan Guide — Walt Disney World — https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/dining/dining-plan-
guide/

Dining Plan Snacks — FAQ — https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/fag/dining-plans/dining-plan-snack-
definition/

Dining Plans FAQ — Walt Disney World — https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/fag/dining-plans/
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https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/faq/dining-plans/dining-plan-snack-definition/
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/faq/dining-plans/

» Dining Plan Meal Tracking — https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/fag/dining-plans/dining-plan-meals-

remaining/
» Dining Reservations FAQ — https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/fag/dining-reservations/

» Advance Restaurants Reservation FAQ — https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/fag/dining-
reservations/advance-reservation-restaurants/

» Canceling Restaurant Reservation FAQ — https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/fag/dining-
reservations/restaurant-reservation-cancellation/

Ready to Plan Your Disney World Trip?

The Disney Dining Plan can be a powerful tool or a quiet drain depending on how your family eats and
travels. Pride Travelers builds a side-by-side cash-vs-plan estimate using your actual planned restaurants —
at no cost, with no obligation — so you book the right tier for your trip, not the most expensive one.

Plan Your Disney World Trip -

We book Walt Disney World vacation packages at Disney's published rates, with our planning, restaurant
strategy, and itinerary support included at no additional cost.
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